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ABSTRACT 

Research findings on the subject of spelling have 
been compiled in this paper to assist individuals attempting to 
improve their effectiveness in the classroom, investigations in 
spelling instruction have shown wide differences among students in 
all classes. These differences point to needs for classroom 
organization and instruction methods that will permit teachers to 
meet individual needs within their classrooms. Two major 
responsibilities of teachers of spelling are, first, wise choice of 
words to be taught, and second, application of effective teaching 
methods as they teach the selected words. Selection of words should 
be based on child and adult usage. These words have been largely 
determined by a series of well-conducted studies. Research in 
methodology has produced information that should be used by teachers 
as they organize for and decide on methods of instruction. The 
findings tend to support the following conclusions; (1) children 
learn to spell many words in an incidental way as they study other 
subjects; (2) The column, or list, approach is more efficient than is 
the context approach; (3) Study steps have been determined which are 
helpful to children when they learn to spell a word; (4) The 
test— stud y-test approach is superior to the study-test approach from 
the middle of the third grade on; and (5) Children benefit from 
learning only a few spelling rules. Continued attention is 
recommended in the areas of spelling reform, application of past 
research and proven study steps and individualized instruction. 
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CHAPTER I 



INTRODUCTION 

One of the more widely researched areas of the curriculum is the teaching of 
spelling. Even though findings reveal some conflicts, there Is much agreement 
from which the classroom practitioner can gain helpful direction. It will be ob- 
served that much of the research was conducted prior to 1940; and while a few 
researchers have attempted to Investigate previously unexplored aspects of spell- 
ing, the most recent research has substantiated earlier findings. 

In his review of spelling research, published In the 1960 edition of the 
Encyclopedia of Educational Research . Ernest Horn stated that: 

While the existing evidence will be refined, enlarged, and In 
some instances, corrected by new research, the chief problem to- 
day appears to be a more critical and universal application of 
the evidence now available. 

It appears that one of the tasks before the spelling teacher is to search the 
literature and discover and apply the evidence now available. By bringing to- 
gether pertinent early and recent research findings, the authors of this paper 
hope to assist Individuals attempting to improve their teaching effectiveness. 



^Ernest Horn. "Spel I Ing,” Encyclopedia of Educational Research. Third 
Edition (Edited by Chester M, Harris). New York; The Macmillan Comp any , i960 , 
p • 13 50 . 
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